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This research investigated the forced convection heat transfer by using the swirling im-
pinging jets. This study focused on nozzles, which equipped with twisted tapes via a
numerical approach. The computational domain created by utilizing the fully structured
meshes, which had very high quality from the viewpoint of aspect ratio and skewness. The
numerical simulations were performed at four different jet-to-plate distances (L/D) of 2, 4,
6 and 8, four Reynolds numbers of 4000, 8000, 12,000 and 16,000, and also four different
twist ratios (y/w) of 3, 4, 5 and 6. The mesh-independent tests were conducted based
upon the average Nusselt number. The obtained results revealed good agreement with the
available experimental data from the open literature. It was observed that for jet-to-plate
distances of L/D¼6 and L/D¼8, the heat transfer rate of swirling jets was more than
regular jets, and heat transfer rate at higher Reynolds numbers increased due to the
greater rate of momentum transfer. Besides, the calculation done for a pair of jets, and the
results shown that using two jets, instead of one, could increase the rate of heat transfer in
the same air flow rate.
& 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC
BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).1. Introduction
Implementation of swirling impinging jets is an important method for increasing the heat transfer rates and could be
used for various drying and cooling systems. The results obtained from different studies have showed that using of
swirling impinging jets in different fields such as food industries, cooling of turbine blades, and electronic equipment
leads to an increase in the heat transfer rates and further economic savings. The reason why swirling impinging jets are
in such a great demand is that they induce high heat transfer rates specifically in the stagnation zone. Many studies such
as the study performed by Goldstein and Behbahani [1] showed that the Nusselt number is maximum at the stagnation
zone and has low values in other areas. One way to avoid this occurrence is using swirling jet instead of normal jet. The
fluid flow in swirling jets is quite well known and is closely associated with the nozzle diameter as well as the distance
between the nozzle and the plate [2,3]. This flow might be divided into several distinct regions: the entrance zone, theer Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
.
Nomenclature
A Heat transfer area, [m2]
Cp Specific heat capacity, [kJ kg1 K1]
C1, C2, Cμ Constant of the k–ε model, [–]
D Diameter of Nozzle, [m]
Dh Hydraulic diameter, [m]
E Total energy, [J]
Eij Linear deformation rate, [s1]
g Gravitational acceleration, [m s2]
h Heat transfer coefficient, [W m2 K1]
K Thermal conductivity, [W m1 K1]
L Nozzle-to-surface spacing, [m]
Nu Nusselt number, [–]
P Static pressure, [Pa]
Q Heat transfer rate, [W]
r Distance from center of the surface, [m]
Re Reynolds number, [–]
T Temperature, [K]
u, ui, uj Mean velocity components, [ms1]
xi, xj Cartesian coordinates, [m]
Y Length of one turn of tape, [m]
W Tape width, [m]
Greek symbols
ε Dissipation rate, [W kg1]
К Turbulent kinetic energy, [J kg1]
μ, μT, μeff Laminar, turbulent and effective viscosity,
[Pa s]
Ѵ Kinematic viscosity, [m2/s]
ρ Density, [kg m3]
sК, sε Turbulent Prandtl numbers for К–ε, [–]
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–115 105swirling jet zone, and the flow separation zone [4]. In order to develop the application of this method, extensive efforts
have been made. Saha [5] experimentally studied the heat transfer and the pressure drop air turbulent flow through
rectangular ducts with combined internal axial corrugations and with twisted tape inserts with and without oblique
teeth. The results showed that axial corrugations and oblique teeth increased the Nusselt number. Nanan et al. [6] did an
experimental study on the forced convective heat transfer on a plate cooled by swirling impinging jets. Their results
showed that the maximum Nusselt number was occurring when the twist ratio and Reynolds Number were high and jet-
to-plate distance was low. Katti and Prabhu [7] performed an experimental investigation to determine the effect of jet-
to-plate spacing and Reynolds number on the local heat transfer. They reported that the increase in Reynolds number
increases the heat transfer at all the radial locations and the Nusselt number at stagnation point increases with in-
creasing the jet-to-plate distance. Tummers et al. [8] investigated turbulent flow in the stagnation point of a swirling
impinging jet around a pipe, and calculated the average fluid velocity and the Reynolds stresses. Eiamsa-ard et al. [9–11]
experimentally and numerically studied the influence of helical tapes placed in a tube on forced convective heat transfer.
Their results showed that using the helical tapes might increase the rate of heat transfer up to 50%. Ndao et al. [12]
conducted an experimental study on heat transfer during impingement of swirling jets on a small surface with metal
fins. They concluded that as a result of using swirling impinging jets, the heat transfer coefficient was increased by 200%.
Sagot et al. [13] studied the heat transfer effects of a symmetrical swirling jet passing against a grooved surface under
constant wall temperature conditions. The grooves had a square or triangular cross sections with depth and pitch of
1 mm and 2 mm, respectively. Under such circumstances, the rate of heat transfer increased by 81% as compared to the
flat plate. Rahimi et al. [14] investigated the experimental and numerical studies on heat transfer of a tube equipped with
twisted tape. They used some modified twisted tapes and studied on their effects on the heat transfer rate. Kanokjaruvijit
and Martinez-Botas [15] investigated the heat transfer induced by a group of impinging jets on the semi spherical
concave surface impressions with a checkered arrangement. The impressions in the surface increased the heat transfer
rate by about 70% as compared to a flat surface. Using low-depth hollows with large radii of curvature effectively in-
creased the rate of heat transfer. Gulati et al. [16] did an experimental study on the influence of the shape of the nozzle
on local heat transfer in impinging jets. Their results revealed that Nusselt numbers are insensitive to the shape of the
nozzle.
Salman et al. [17] investigated the experimental and computational fluid dynamics (CFD) modeling to studies the effect
of the swirl intensity on the heat transfer characteristics of conventional and swirl impingement air jets at a constant
nozzle-to-plate distance (L¼2D).
Wannassi and Monnoyer [18] used the flow and heat transfer characteristics of a staggered combination of straight and
swirling jets in order to access flow details and to show complex flow structures as well as the strong coupling between the
feeding and the exhaust phases experienced by the cooling air.
The effect of jet geometry on the flow and the heat transfer characteristics was investigated experimentally and nu-
merically for elliptic and rectangular impinging jet arrays by Caliskan et al. [19].
Recently, San and Chen [20], studied the effect of cross flow, jet interaction and jet interference on heat transfer dis-
tribution for five confined circular air jets impinging on a flat plate. They noticed that the s¼D appears to be the major factor
affecting the non-uniformity of heat transfer, while the H¼D is a minor factor.
In the recent numerical study of Saqr and Wahid [21], a Rankine type vortex structure was added to the flow to create a
swirl and the intensity of swirl is related to the ratio between axial thrust of tangential momentum and the axial thrust of
axial momentum.
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desired parameters at regions or situations in which experimental work is expensive or impossible [22–27].
In the present work, the CFD code was utilized to obtain numerical solutions of swirling impinging jets which ejected
from nozzles that equipped with twisted tapes. The effects of jet-to-plate distance, as well as the different Reynolds
numbers investigated for four various twist ratios. The conditions for the same twist ratios and jet-to-plate distances then
investigated at four different Reynolds numbers. Besides, numerical solution was done in two-jet cases, and results shown
that using two jets instead of one, increased the rate of heat transfer, although the air flow rate was equal, so the cooling
efficiency would be increased by using two jets.
The main contribution of this study is the investigation of swirling impinging jet on the heat transfer of the hot plate to
clarify the role of swirling flow and performance of this device on cooling. Furthermore, the efficiency of two swirling jet on
heat flux of flat plate was studied. Moreover, the complicated flow structure of two jets interaction on the plate is revealed.
In the numerical method presented in this research, an effort was made to closely adapt the conditions of simulation to
those of the actual experimental setup of Nanan et al. [6]. In their study, inserted inside the nozzle was a metal tape, twisted
in three-dimensions to induce swirling in the fluid flow. This twisted tape transformed the simple one dimensional nozzle
flow into a complicated three-dimensional one.2. Governing equations
In the current study, the CFD code was used for three-dimensional numerical simulations of fluid flow and heat transfer.
The developed model simultaneously solves the mass, momentum, and energy conservation equations. Generally, for an
incompressible flow, these equations are as follows:
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Due to the random behavior of the turbulent flow, the calculations could not be based on a single comprehensive
description for motion of all fluid elements. The turbulent flow is described through velocity variations. These variations
carry small amounts of energy and momentum at high frequencies in a small scale. Therefore, turbulent flow should be
modeled directly in the calculations. In this regard, the κ–ε turbulence equations of the renormalization group (RNG) type
with near-wall functions to predict the flow behavior near the wall, as well as the governing rotational flow equations was
implemented. The equations utilized were obtained from Rahimi et al. [14] and are given as:
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In the present study, the heat transfer coefficient, h, the Nusselt number, Nu, and the Reynolds Number, Re, are estimated
as follows:
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Fig. 1. Geometry of computational domain [4].
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3. Numerical simulation
To obtain numerical solutions, a suitable high quality computational domain with sufficient number of elements created.
The geometry and generated mesh were shown in Figs. 1 and 2. It should be emphasized that the total number of elements
were limited due to limitations imposed by the existing hardware (core i7 CPU 3.4 GHz, 8 GB RAM). For generating the
mesh, three-dimensional structured elements were utilized due to their efficiently in handling complicated geometries and
turbulent flow situations, as well as producing minimum errors. As a first guess, elements with average side lengths of 0.8,
0.6, 0.5 and 0.4 mmwere used to establish the computational domain. Upon solving the flow field and the energy equations,
the corresponding Nusselt numbers were computed. The details results obtained from these calculations are given in Ta-
ble 1. As can be observed, the relative errors in the calculation of the Nusselt number for the 0.4 and 0.5 mm elements were
less than 1%. Therefore, the mesh with mean dimensions of 0.5 mm was selected as the threshold of the computational
domain in order to apply the numerical simulation.
To ensure the mesh quality, the histogram for the parameters aspect ratio and skewness were plotted. As the aspect ratio
of most elements did not exceed 3 and skewness was also within the very reasonable range of less than 0.5, it was con-
cluded that the mesh quality was fully acceptable.
The finite volume method was used for the numerical solutions. The SIMPLE algorithm was selected for computing the
pressure–velocity coupling and the first order upwind discretization for momentum, energy and turbulent kinetic energy
was utilized. The convergence criterion of the residual errors was set to 108. In Fig. 3, the obtained values are compared
with the corresponding experimental values reported by Nanan et al. [6]. As observed, the comparison is performed at two
different jet-to-plate distances of L/D¼2 and 4 with the Reynolds numbers set to 8000 and 12,000, respectively.
Note that the Nusselt number was calculated at the centerline of the impinged plate. As observed, the results are in good
agreement with those in the previously published literature. Hence, the accuracy and stability of the method used for the
numerical computations were verified.
Table 2 shows the information of all cases which are studied in the present work.4. Results and discussion
After the validation of the present model, several numerical solutions were executed so that the effect of different
swirling jet parameters on the effective heat transfer rate could be investigated. The significant parameters in a swirling jet
are the jet-to-plate distance (L/D), the Reynolds number and the twist ratio (y/w).
Fig. 4 shows typical velocity contours between the ejected jet and the impinged plate for L/D¼6 under different Reynolds
numbers. As is obvious in this figure, increase in the jet Reynolds number can increase the amount of velocity near the hot
surface, which can lead to a bigger Nusselt number. Although using twisted tape can decrease the Nusselt Number of
Fig. 2. Mesh of nozzle with twisted tape.
Table 1
Effect of mesh size on the Nusselt number.
Element size 0.4 mm 0.5 mm 0.6 mm 0.8 mm
Element volume/domain volume 1.28e-7 2.5e-7 4.3e-7 1.02e-6
Average Nusselt number 84.65 84.07 80.12 76.45
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–115108stagnation point and Reynolds Number near the stagnation zone (before striking), the surface average of Nusselt will be
increased. Besides, the Nusselt number may have a local minimum at stagnation zone because of existence of twisted tape.
4.1. Effect of Reynolds number
As can be seen from Figs. 5 and 6, numerical results show that increasing the Reynolds number leads to an increase in the
Fig. 3. Validation of numerical solution using the Nusselt number at impinging plate centerline.
Table 2
Various cases, which are studied in the present work.
Parameter Values
Re 4000, 8000, 12,000, 16,000
L/D 2, 4, 6, 8
y/w 3, 4, 5, 6
Number of swirling jet 1, 2
Fig. 4. Velocity contours under various Reynolds numbers (L/D¼6, y/w¼3).
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plate distances. For non-swirling jets, the straight striking of the jet to the impinged plate causes a high Maximum Nusselt
number at the stagnation zone. Twisted tape can reduce the straight striking. Therefore, for the swirling jets the maximum
local Nusselt number may be descended at the stagnation zone, besides, the presence of tape between two sides of stream
ejected from one nozzle might reduce the velocity in the center of the jet and consequently reduce the Nusselt in Center of
Stagnation zone, especially at low L/D ratios. Because in large L/D ratio, mixing and dispersing of two sides of the jet can
reduce the effect of the existence of a gap between the streams. So as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, at L/D¼2 and 4 a local
minimum for Nusselt number exists.
Fig. 5. Effect of Reynolds number on Nusselt (L/D¼2, y/w¼3).
Fig. 6. Effect of Reynolds number on Nusselt (L/D¼4, y/w¼3).
Fig. 7. Effect of L/D on Nusselt number (Re¼16,000, y/w¼3).
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–1151104.2. Effect of jet-to-plate distance
As can be observed in Fig. 7, in general, the low distance between the jet and the plate caused enhancing the heat
Fig. 8. Effect of twist tape (y/w¼3) on Nusselt number of stagnation point (L/D¼2).
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–115 111transfer rate. This increase is more tangible at lower r/D ratios. It is noteworthy that the results experimentally gained by
Nanan et al. [6], Choo et al. [28], Alekseenko et al. [29] and Wen and Jang [30] were the same as the present results.
Nonetheless, Fig. 7 reveals that, increasing L/D reduces the overall heat transfer rate. Although this is not desirable, the
distribution of the local Nusselt number will be close to a uniform profile. This uniformity can be useful for specific purposes
in which a uniform temperature profile is important.
4.3. Effect of twist ratio
To study the effect of the twist ratio on the Nusselt number at the stagnation point, computations for different cases were
conducted. Jet impingements were considered for non-swirling and swirling cases under different Reynolds numbers and
jet-to-plate distances. In Fig. 8, the Nusselt number at the stagnation point increases when the jet is swirled. The obtained
results revealed the importance of swirling flow when high heat transfer rates are needed, especially at the stagnation zone.
As shown in Fig. 8, in some cases using twisted tape may reduce the Nusselt number even to below of normal jet because
the presence of tape between two sides of the stream might reduce the velocity in the center of the jet, especially at low L/
D¼2.
The Nusselt number at stagnation zone increases with increasing of twist ratio as revealed in Fig. 9. This increment is
about 15% for y/w¼6 in comparison with y/w¼3 at region of 1or/Do1.
The average Nusselt Number decreases with increasing of twist ratio because with increase in twist ratio (y/w) the
swirling jet will be close to the normal jet.
4.4. Effect of using two jets
To study the effect of two jets on the Nusselt number in this investigation, several numerical solutions were done. The
calculations were performed for L/D¼2, 4, 6, and for four various Reynolds numbers from 4000 to 16,000.To compare theseFig. 9. Effect of twist ratio on Nusselt number (Re¼4000, L/D¼2).
Fig. 10. Contour of velocity for two Nozzle (Re¼16,000, L/D¼6).
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–115112results with one-jet case, the Reynolds number was calculated based on the air flow rate and diameter of one jet, so the total
amount of air flow ejected from two nozzle was equal to the one-jet case. However, the velocity of air in each nozzle wasFig. 11. Nusselt number of two-jet case.
Fig. 12. Contour of velocity near the hot plate (L/D¼4, Re¼16,000).
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With regard to the splitting of the air flow, it was predictable that the maximum Nusselt number of two-jet case should
be less than of one-jet because of the reduction in velocity. In addition, it was expected that the overall Nusselt number
increased due to the more uniformity of flow near the hot surface. The results justify this expectance.
Fig. 10 shows that the Nusselt number increases when the Reynolds number increases. Also for a high L/D, the Nusselt
number profile approaches a linear profile due the mixing and dispersing of two jets.
At r/D¼0 the Nusselt number has a local minimum point because of low air velocity, which this phenomenon is pre-
sented in Fig. 11. For small L/D ratio, decreasing in the Nusselt number at the stagnation point is occurred, because the air
flow did not have a sufficient space, so the swirling flow regions could not be formed completely. Fig. 12 shows the air
velocity on a face near the hot plate. It is obvious that at the stagnation point and at the point r/D¼0 the air velocity reaches
its minimum values.
For non-swirling jets, at the stagnation point, straight striking of jet to the hot plate causes the maximum Nusselt. Using
twisted tape may remove the straight striking, so in the stagnation zone, the Nusselt may reduce, besides the existence of a
gap between two sides of stream ejected from one nozzle as shown in Fig. 13, might reduce the velocity in center of the jet
when L/D is low. Fig. 13 shows the velocity in the outlet section of the nozzle, which equipped with twisted tape. As obvious
in Fig. 13, it is expected that in the center of the jet, which ejected from the nozzle, the velocity should be minimum.Fig. 13. Contour of velocity and stream line in one nozzle exhaust (L/D¼4, Re¼16,000).
Fig. 14. Stream lines and contour of velocity (L/D¼4, Re¼ 16,000).
Fig. 15. Effect of using two jets (L/D¼2).
Y. Amini et al. / Case Studies in Thermal Engineering 6 (2015) 104–115114Moreover, in the middle of the two jets, striking two streams gives rise to smaller amounts of velocity and Nusselt
number. Fig. 14, presenting the streamlines of two jets, shows how these jets mixes, resulting in lower velocities.
To compare the heat transfer rate of the two-jet case with one-jet, the overall Nusselt number was computed and is
shown in Fig. 15. The results show that the heat transfer rate is increased by using two nozzles instead of one because of
better air circulation and The Nusselt number increased by approximately 10%, considering an equal air flow rate. In similar
studies, Huang et al. [31] and Nuntadusit et al. [32] investigated the heat transfer rate of multiple non-swirling jets im-
pinging on a plate, approving the present results. Accordingly, one can conclude that using multiple swirling jets can ef-
fectively increase the efficiency of the cooling process.5. Conclusions
In the present research, the effects of the Nusselt number on the twist ratio (y/w), jet-to-plate distance (L/D), and the
Reynolds number (Re) were numerically investigated. Simulations were conducted for twist ratios of 3, 4, 5 and 6, as well as
jet-to-plate distances of 2, 4, 6 and 8 at different Reynolds numbers. The obtained results were validated through com-
parison with existing experimental results from the open literature. Simulation results showed that the best conditions for
heat transfer were at jet-to-plate distances of 6 and 8, where the maximum Nusselt number occurred at the stagnation point
(i.e., r/D¼0) for the single jet. However, for L/D¼2 and 4, the Nusselt number decreases at the stagnation point (as compared
to the surrounding points) due to the effect of the twisted tape inserted in the nozzle jet. The other results were the greater
influence of the Reynolds number on the Nusselt number as compared to the jet-to-plate distance and the twist ratio.
Ultimately, the effect of using two nozzles was investigated with the results revealing that using two jets might give rise to
higher heat transfer rates (enhancement of about 10%). Finally, the Nusselt number will approach a uniform profile if
multiple nozzles with high jet-to-plate spacing are used.
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